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INTRODUCTION

During September-October 2006 a number of bat surveys and walks were undertaken. The dates were as follows:

Table 1 Dates of bat surveys and walks in Redbridge, 2006.

	VENUE
	DATES
	GROUP

	FAIRLOP C.P.
	27.9.06
	Public walk

	HAINAULT LODGE WOODS
	12.9.06
	Public walk

	HAINAULT FOREST C.P.
	7.9.06

14.9.06

19.9.06

21.10.06
	Public walk

Cubs

Public walk

Small mammal trapping weekend

	WANSTEAD PARK
	25.9.06

11.10.06

18.10.06

10.11.06
	Public walk

Elfins Woodcraft Folk

Pioneers Woodcraft Folk

Informal visit

	VALENTINES PARK
	4.10.06
	Public walk

	GOODMAYES PARK
	9.10.06
	Public walk


HAINAULT FOREST C.P. 

A walk on the 7.9.06 was included in the Forest Centenary celebrations and was well attended. There were few bats as we walked through the woodland rides, it is often difficult to find bats in large woodland areas except for the odd bat pass. A lone Leisler’s bat flew across the open meadow en-route to the lake where several Daubenton’s bats were seen. This was an improvement on last year’s low numbers. Several pipistrelle bats, of two species (common and soprano) were seen foraging around the lake perimeter.

A week later, common pipistrelles were proving difficult to watch by the picnic area by a young audience, as they flew high in the tree canopy. They were much easier to observe feeding around a glade at the top of the ride in the beech woodland, where we heard the occasional tawny owl call.

On the ‘switchback’ to the lake we admired the view over Canary Wharf and noted pipistelle bats feeding along the woodland edge. There was no moon that night and the lake was quite dark by the time we arrived to watch the Daubenton’s bats. On the third walk of the season we discovered the quadrant of the forest where they are most likely roosting in a tree. Myotis passes where heard in the woodland approximately fifty minutes after sunset. This is the first time I have recorded this species away from the lake. We were also rewarded by the prolonged feeding of noctule bats in the open meadow and most people were able to hear their loud, slow and characteristic chip - chop on the bat detectors.

Across the woodland, tawny owls calling, did not seem to have an effect on the bat activity and the bats were exceptionally easy to watch on this occasion. Interesting levels of activity were found by the hut along the road where pipistrelles were flying sorties only inches above our heads. At 20.45 the temperature suddenly dropped and the bat activity much reduced.

Hainault Forest Bat Survey (21.10.06).

A bat emergence and activity survey was undertaken on the evening by five surveyors, 

Three possibly four species of bat were detected during the survey: soprano pipistrelle, common pipistrelle, Daubenton’s bat and possibly Natterer’s bat. Social calls were detected from both Daubenton’s bat and common pipistelle bat in the later part of the evening. This indicates that likely possibility of mating roosts present in the Country Park. Both species are already known to roost in the park. During the survey impressive displays of Diwali fireworks lit the sky which may have had an impact on the results

Table 2. Selected bat activity 21.10.06

Sunset 17.55 Cloud cover 5/8 Temperature 14 degrees centigrade. Unseasonal warm day. No wind at start.

	Time
	Emergence details:  5 surveyors in  a line rising from the farm to the glade        at the top of the footpath

	18.26

Sunset + 31mins
	First common pipistrelle  bat at the glade 

	18.28
	Common pipistrelle bat recorded by the cottages 

	18.30
	Same bat monitored by a surveyor at a midpoint in the line up to the forest glade

	
	Several passes in the glade which was used as a feeding area

	
	No bats along the path round the woodland

	19.36
	A Daubenton’s bat could be heard in unison with a soprano pipistrelle

	19.40
	Common and soprano pipistrelles feeding around the lake

	19.44
	social calls of Daubenton’s bat heard

	19.49
	Possible Natterer’s bat

	Common pipistrelle
	Social calls (mating calls) of a pipistrelle bat flying through the trees near the Hainault Room.


HAINAULT LODGE WOODS 

The usual tawny owls were heard calling across the fields but were not seen this year. Our first bat was by the barbeque at thirty minutes after sunset, followed by the prolonged feeding activity of common pipistrelles. At 20.20pm a surprising ‘stream’ of Myotis bats was encountered with five passes in total. This was the first time I have recorded Myotis species at this location which is obviously a tree roost of either Daubenton’s (most likely) or possibly Natterer’s bats.

FAIRLOP C.P.

An exciting sighting of an owl species (thought to be short eared owl) was seen by some of our small party. Lapwings were also seen occasionally during the evening as well as the guaranteed pipistrelles foraging along the tree line by the lake. Disappointingly we had missed the noctules which have been recorded in former years.

WANSTEAD PARK 

We often record early bats at the meeting gate and our first walk on 25.9.06 was no exception. An individual common pipistrelle was recorded at ten minutes after sunset indicating that it had just flown from its roost in a nearby property. A large number of social calls were heard and children were amused to discover this was the mating season for bats and the calls were probably due to male bats calling the females to mate. The light drizzle did not seem to deter the activity but as feeding was obviously not the main object of the evening, this was not surprising.

Recording Daubenton’s bats feeding at the lake, varies according to the time of year and this evening only a brief pass on the main lake was noted. We later obtained a good view of a lone Daubenton’s flying up and down the channel (leading to the main lake) which may have been the same bat. Herons and the frantic calls of a little grebe were the main bird species seen and heard in the dark.

A late season’s walk (11.10.06) for the Elfins produced so many bats along the path that we did not have time to get to the lake. This was also partly due to the many fascinating questions that needed answering. In former years, this was probably a good site for the now rare serotine bat and the value of the manure at the stables was pointed out to the older age cohort (Pioneers) during a woodcraft walk (18.10.06). During a visit one month later (10.11.06)  three pipistrelles were seen flying over the manure [image: image1.jpg]


heap at Empress Road allotments (see photo) at the entrance to the stables. This is one of the latest records I have for pipistrelle bats foraging in this manner.

VALENTINES PARK 

The main focus of this late season’s walk was the canal and three pipistrelle bats were seen feeding during this perfect evening. The walk was well attended and included the local ward councilor who asked about the importance of trees overhanging the water for bats and for birds. Many ducks were taking advantage of the safe roosting opportunities within the willows overhanging the ‘fish pond’. A resident reported hearing calls of tawny owls from their property. No social calls were hear along the Cranbrooke where they had been noted the previous year. This tree line was thought to have been used as a mating roost by a male attempting to attract females. However on the return to the fishpond bats had finished their evenings foraging and many low frequency social calls were recorded on bat detection equipment. The clear sky meant that the temperature plummeted from 14degrees to 11 degrees centigrade towards the end of the walk. 

GOODMAYES PARK 

The resident house sparrows, squabbling in their usual places were probably preparing to roost amongst island vegetation along with the many water birds. The audience had mixed feelings about the large numbers of rats scurrying across our paths, some finding the activity fascinating whilst others not too sure about the desirability. The extreme evening temperature of 18 degrees centigrade (after an unseasonably hot few days) has probably contributed to an extension of their breeding season (along with efforts by members to fill the lake with as much bread as can be carried). The lodge has been recently sold by the council for a large sum (£410,000) so it is hoped that improvements can be made to the park with some of this money (a personal view) such as the desilting of the lake and some measures to control the rat population. Bat activity of common pipistrelles was recorded around the lake and a small amount of activity by small numbers of soprano pipistrelles. No other species were recorded.

RECORDS

Further records were obtained from a bat survey at Uphall Park during the summer where a few pipistrelles were recorded in low numbers. These records indicated that the bats had traveled some distance from their roost before reaching the park. The post-breeding survey in Ilford town centre (5 surveyors) ended with a nil count. 

Calls from the borough to the Bat -Care helpline revealed several bat casualties, especially twelve baby soprano pipistrelles from the Woodford area, which were badly affected by parasites. Two baby common pipistrelles were taken from a roost in the Ilford area and a common pipistrelle suspected of poisoning was brought in for care from Loughton.

Table 3 Bats species in the parks and open spaces of Rebridge

	Location


	HAINAULT FOREST C.P.
	HAINAULT LODGE
	FAILOP C.P.
	WANSTEAD PARK
	VALENTINES PARK
	GOODMAYES PARK

	Common pipistrelle
	√√√
	√√
	√√
	√√√
	√√
	√√

	Soprano pipistrelle
	√√√
	
	√
	√√√
	√√
	√√

	Leisler’s Bat
	√
	
	
	
	
	

	Noctule Bat
	√
	
	
	
	
	

	Daubenton’s Bat
	√√
	√√
	
	√
	
	

	Natterer’s Bat
	√
	
	
	
	
	


 

KEY
√√√ = common

√√  = recorded at one or two locations

√   = recorded at one location only

√√ = roosting on site
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